Water- a limited resource
Did you know?

Average rainfall in PA is 41 inches but only 13 inches actually recharges our underground aquifers. The other 28 inches of rain runs off into streams, evaporates or is absorbed by plants and trees.

Washing clothes, washing dishes, bathing and flushing the toilet accounts for most of the water use in a home.  Conservation is important, for both the private well owner and those with public water (which in this area of Pennsylvania, more than likely, comes from a large municipal well). 
Water tips

If you have a private well, get your  water tested  once a year by a state-certified water testing laboratory, not by the person trying to sell you a water softener. 
Toilets use the most water in a household (18.5 gallons per person per day). Newer toilets use less water, 1.6 gallons per flush. If you have an older model and do not want to change the fixture, Fluidmaster makes a replacement for your tank components so you can do a half flush and use less water when a full flush is not needed.

Washing clothes is the second highest residential water usage with 15 gallons per person per day. New front loading washers use less water.  On all models, select the correct water level when it is not a full load.

A dishwasher uses less water than washing by hand if you run it fully loaded. Newer dishwasher models do not require rinsing the dishes first saving you time and water.

Fix the running toilet; it is a stress to your well pump or your water bill. A new flapper is low in cost and easy to install. 
Ditto on the dripping faucet, find the part for your model of faucet (gasket, wire and seats, cartridges) and stop the drips. If parts cannot be found, replace the faucet.
Bathing averages 11.6 gallons per person per day. Take shorter showers and use a low volume showerhead.

Store a container of water in the fridge to avoid running the water each time you want a cold drink.

Insulate your hot water pipes with pre-split foam insulation; you will get hot water faster plus avoid wasting water while it heats up.

Collect rainwater for watering your plants and gardens. The Internet is a good resource for ideas on building your own rain barrel.

More information can be found at http://extension.psu.edu/water/conservation
Statistics cited are based on information published in A Guide to Private Water Systems in Pennsylvania published by Penn State College of Agricultural Sciences.
This document was compiled by Mary Lennon of Lennon’s Small Jobs. Mary completed Master Well Owner Training in March, 2011 through the Penn State Extension Service.  The Master Well Owner Network was created to help educate homeowners on the proper management of private water wells.

